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Enhancing mathematical talk  

One childminder of 7 years stated how the programme had raised their awareness of 

mathematical concepts and strategies, such as, describing not just naming shapes. This 

required a shift in how they talked to the children so that they emphasised shape properties: 

‘Let’s use a 3-sided shape.’  The children are now noticing shapes and patterns in the 

environment more and initiating conversations about which shapes they can see on houses 

and road signs, or patterns on fencing when on local learning walks. 

Independent Evaluation by Cooper Gibson p.68. 

 

“For most practitioners that I've ever spoken to or come into contact with, maths is the 

subject that they feel that they're not as confident with [but] really realising where in your 

daily practice maths actually comes into play…that was so much fun; that was the best 

module (of the PDP training) for me, I enjoyed that immensely.” – EYP, childminder. 

Independent Evaluation by Cooper Gibson p.69. 

 

 


